AFTER   EVEREST
Christ to free her from it, and it is no nse pretending that
it doesn't exist. But, in mentioning it, we must emphasise
that it is only one side of the picture. The thousand and
one attractive and jolly things in Indian family life, and
the many spiritual truths in the better side of Indian
thought, must be given their due place. And we should
not neglect to realize our own shortcomings, the unfriendly
attitude of so many of our fellow-countrymen, and the
racial feeling which some of us have not yet surrendered
to the world-wide love of God. We must remember that
we of the West come from nations which have not yet let
Christ have His way in our politics, nor in our inter-
national relationships. We must bear in mind that there
are Indians who firmly hold that" the World War destroyed
all India's respect for the Christian West. * When Christian
brothers killed one another and Christian sisters sang
hymns of hate, we said to ourselves that the West hadn't
even begun to understand what Christ taught." It is up
to us missionaries to give a fair picture of the country we
work in, not glossing over the evils, but not, on the other
hand, neglecting the good. It must be done with a know-
ledge of our own shortcomings and of the faults of our own
nation, and it is in this spirit, I hope, that the present
book has been written. I have attempted to give a sketchy
but fair picture of India as I have found it—India as I
love it—India, for whose sake I have been happy and
privileged to spend the best years of my life.
Finally, a word about our work in Neyyoor as a Medical
Mission. What are we out for ? What is the best and
biggest contribution to India's happiness and India's good
that we can give ?
Primarily, the work of a hospital is to relieve suffering.
Neyyoor and its branches are dealing each year with over
150,000 patients, and relieving more especially their surgical"
conditions by doing over 3,000 major and 10,000 minor
operations every year. Nobody can have read these pages
without realizing the need that exists for this work, and for
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